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•Movie Maker Has Scenes of East Berlin 

Traveler Recalls^ 

! Adventures 


BY ERWIN BACH | 
Cameras were strictly “ ver- 
botcn ” in East Berlin thfeaters 
and museums, 
but Arthur 
Wilson, Down- 
ers Grove; 
movie maker, 
found a way. 
He smuggled 
his 16 mm. 
camera inside 



L e w * • - ■ — — 

grained to be sure I didn't toes 
any papers into it." 

During a preliminary ques- 
tioning, Wilson had to get by 

with his makeshift fJcrman al- j himself without government 

tho he was - told a translator ' support,” explained Wilson, 
would arrive later. I H wyson. 


tfut • Private citizen ceulrf 
nuke travel films, rent a car, 
and spend all that money by 


■ tfratet, Fred Keiffer, also of 


Explain* Seif 
"They kept asking me if I J 
knew Alien Dulles [director of 
the central intelligence agen- 
cy j and Why I was photograph- 
the people standing in 
line,” he said. * 

“ I told them I thought Dulles 


by hiding it in i , „ , - -- — — 

a brief case, ■} but ““t 

‘such as those i f ■?,? 1 know him Personally 

.. • Which U/!1C IL.i * 


Convinces Police 
He was never touched or 
searched, and tbs car was not 
entered. Eventually, Wilson 
convinced them of his back- 
ground as “camera fan— pri- 
vate citizen type" and was 


had sotnethmg to do with our j turned free, complete with his 

camera and all the film he had 


eutn as inose i i ; 

carried by all ; 1 ij^ ch w j* s Irne] and that I 
Berliners. : Photographed the people be- 
Recently returned from nine I causc * wanted human interest 


. li,{, r o£ milk, a bratwurst sau- 

i *peopie waiung to buv nnc * ?° m * bread. Much 

food in the East Berlin section' “J 1 * aur Priso, they rushod.out 
. « and cot in«* r 


shot 

When Wilson asked why be 1 
was arrested, they told him it \ 
was because of a prison lo-r 
cated up the street on which! 

, ■ nnA ,,7.'. -- — o ■"* i he had been filming. He dis- 

aiwllS, W8S n0t lrueJ -’ lathis as an excuse, how-; 

had fte nnt tW ^i 0UrS ; WllS u n ’ who Another close call for Wilsorf 
nad not yet eaten, became came the day he nhotoeraDhad 

hungry. He told his interro- ! the May day parade from a 
g ors that he wanted a half j deserted building roof in East 


Berlin. Ho was busy shooting 
when two East German sol- 
diers passed nearby and saw 
him. ' - , 

I juhiled and waved at 


weeks of filming in West and 1 f cenes Bwlln and didn't 

East Berlin, Wilson ran inlo , kno , w r tt f- v L were waiting for 
adventure- on nearly every , ” was not true],” 

street. He was arrested and 
questioned by East German po- 
lice on one heart-stopping oc- 
casion. 

‘ Police in Tow ” 

“ I was photographing long 
lines of ‘people waiting to buy 
food in the East Berlin section' .' „ . , , - 

called Kopenick,’’. he recalled ] an ^8°t just that. . 

! “ Several people quizzed me hi hiai to finish \i smiled and waved at 

about what I was doing, and SuesKL^ ,^ y ? Urtw * ’ them,” said Wilsoo, “And they 
I answered in my self-devel- ' again * 0,15 by.j smiled and waved back. Then, 

oped German tfwt l was ore- - Bten < U*l they jeft without disturbing 

paring a docummtary culture -** <m*r»T W ' 8 

film.” <■< _ cotnpnT Iwdcrstaitd * Wffiwn, * tt^lUPT with 

"One tan thought the Idea 
was ‘ wunderbar,”’ continued 1 
Wilson. " But one woman didn’t 1 
like it too well, and when I : 
moved on, I saw she followetl 1 
me with the police in tow." j 
Wilson locked his car [he had : 
to take his camera along] and t 
followed the police into the lo- ! 
cal calaboose. j 

“ I was ushered into a room, J 
and from tnat time until my , 
release bour^ later, I was 
never left alone, even to go to 
a rest room," he said. “ In 
fact, the toilet was even ex-? 


his| 


of 16 mm. color film for their 
fiS minute movie to be called 
" Berlin— The Island City," due. 

Ibpwina this fall in Chiqa- 
golana ana thruouf the coun- 
try, 

“ West Berlin is beautiful be- 
yond imagination and the peo- 
ple there have a spirit and way 
of life that is hard to equal,” 
concluded Wilson. "When we 
went to Berlin, we hoped to 
keep politics out of our picture, 
but it was there staring you 
in the face and knocking you 
over the head. In fact, the dif- 
ference between the two sec- 
tors has been known to drive 
some visitor? into hysteria.” 
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